
 

 

Our Vision 
 

“By the grace of   
Jesus Christ, we will 

strive to share the 
Good News with the 

world, to nurture 
each other in our 

faith and to go into 
the world sharing 
Christ’s love and 

mercy.” 

Editor:  
 

Karen Pratt-Paskawych 
 

Church Office Hours 
M-Th 7:30—4:00 

F 7:30—Noon 
Phone  740.373.1800 
Fax   740.373.3212 

Email: firstpresbymarietta 
@gmail.com 

 

Packet Articles are due   
Third Friday every Month 
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The purpose of the Music Ministry is to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 

through song and to lead the congregation in worship. 
Music plays an important role in the worship of God.  As a member of our 
Music Ministry, you are able to share your gift and be an integral part of the 
worship service.  Our Music Ministry also allows all members to grow spirit-
ually by committing their time and talents to God.   
 

Music groups to consider and their first rehearsals: 

Westminster Bells (bell choir) Wednesday, August 28, 5 to 6pm 
 

Joyful Hearts (women’s gospel choir) Wednesday, September 4, 6:30 to 7pm 
 

Chancel Choir (adult choir) Wednesday, September 4, 7:15 to 8:15pm 
 

PresbyPraise (youth choir) Sunday, September 15, 9 to 9:15am 
 

Glorify! (middle/high school and college choir and combo) Sunday,  

September 15 during Sip N Chat; about 11:30 to 11:45am 
 

If you have any questions or need more information,  

please see Peter during Sip N Chat. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Arlene Johnson 8/4 
Gary O’Brien  8/5 
Jane Hutchinson 8/7 
Levi Martin  8/9 
Wade Miller  8/14 
James Wieferich 8/16 
Adam Miller  8/19 
Peter Sour  8/20 
Patricia Wheeler 8/21 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
James Mills  8/22 
Larry Unroe  8/22 
James Crumrine 8/27 
John Hammat 8/29 
Joan Hampton 8/30 
Justin Warner 8/30 
Tom O’Connor 8/31 

Session Summary for July 2019 
 

Motions presented and approved by session: 
1. To approve the Hull Theological Education scholarships for Justin Warner (attending Princeton             
      Theological Seminary) for $3500 and to Melissa Temple (attending Princeton Theological Seminary)        
      for $1500.  
 

Next session meeting: August 13, 2019 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
One small step . . .  

 I’m old enough to remember this event, although I didn’t stay up to watch it.  I believe my  

sister, who is 4 years older than me did.  It was an exciting, unifying, amazing event for our country 

and for the world. 

 Neil Armstrong captured the impact with his words.  It was a transformative experience for  

humanity.  That one “giant leap for mankind” changed the way we viewed the planet.  The  

technology developed from that work continues to impact our lives.  The excitement of the moon 

landing inspired people of all ages in their own lives. 

 Often in our faith journeys, we don’t understand the impact of the small steps.  The small 

ways we help others can bring changes that turn into a giant leap, a transformation for an individual 

or even a group. 

 God holds the future and knows how important our small steps are.  God uses each of our 

small steps to bring about great leaps of blessing.  Take your small steps of faith each day and know 

that God is using those to move the kingdom forward by great leaps! 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor David 



 

 

Operating Budget—A message from your Stewardship & Finance Commission 
 

We are truly blessed in so many ways! 
 

We have people willing and able to provide meals to those in need.  We tutor and offer guidance to children from Washington 
Elementary School.  We deliver flowers and shawls to those who need a little cheer.  And together we worship in a beautiful, 
well-maintained facility.  For these things we can all be thankful! 
 

Upon completion of the first half of this year, we reviewed financial activity and condition of our operating budget.  Our operating 
budget includes payment of salaries and benefits, Commission expenses, mission support, liability insurance and utilities.  Your 
pledges to our operating budget allow us to continue to maintain a respectable level of service in our community.  It now       
appears we're heading toward a deficit this year of approximately $14,000. 
 

We're trying our best not to pay out more than we have available.  Reduction of gas and electric costs, installation of more    
efficient lighting in the fellowship hall, and appropriate use of Endowment and Special Funds all contribute to cost savings.  We 
are so fortunate to have Endowment and Special Funds available to us, but we are careful to use those funds only for the     
purposes they were created.  For instance, our sanctuary lighting was not paid from our operating fund, but from Endowment 
and Special Funds.  What a wonderful addition to our church that wasn't paid out of your operating pledges!  We've used our 
Special Funds for many other extraordinary projects as well, but those funds aren't available to supplant our operating account. 
 

 While we continue to seek out ways to reduce expenses, we welcome additional contributions.  Our Commission chairs are 
being very diligent in keeping their use of operating funds to a bare minimum, so additional resources are needed to make ends 
meet.  
 

We're thankful for your gifts - your gifts of sharing and caring, and your gifts of participation and financial support.  In 1 Timothy 
6:17-19, the Apostle Paul challenges those with abundant financial resources not to store-up or accumulate resources merely 
for wealth's sake, but to be rich in good deeds, generosity and sharing with others. 
 

You are indeed generous in every way - in what you say, in what you do, and in what you give.  And with your generosity we 
will continue to worship together and provide for others.  

Make a Contribution and Lower Taxable Income 
Have the new tax laws eliminated itemized charitable deductions you enjoyed in the past?   
Do you enjoy giving to charitable organizations or supporting an endowed fund, but feel there is no longer a tax benefit? 
There is a way you can still enjoy reduced taxable income and support Endowments or contribute to the church and other  
charitable organizations at the same time. 
For those 70 ½ years or older, the IRS requires taxpayers to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMDs) each year from    
tax-deferred retirement accounts, such as IRAs, and that money is taxable. 
If, however, we decide to contribute all or a portion of our RMDs, then we can reduce the impact on our taxes. 
How?  Through a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). 
A QCD is a direct transfer from an IRA made payable to a qualified charity.  This transfer must be made by the custodian of the 
IRA with the payee being the charity of your choice, up to $100,000. The amount of the transferred gift is then excluded from 
taxable income.   On the other hand, if IRA income is used during the course of a year to personally make a charitable         
contribution, that money is considered part of your taxable income.   
How does it work? 
• You must be at least 70 ½ years old. 
• To apply to your current year taxes, the funds must be transferred out of your IRA by your RMD deadline, usually           

December 31. 
• Ask your IRA custodian to issue a check from your IRA made payable to the charity.  The check will be mailed directly to 

the charity by the IRA custodian. 
• The maximum annual distribution amount for a QCD is a total of $100,000, which may be given to one or more charities 

during a tax year. 
• Consult your tax advisor regarding your options to get advice specific to your financial situation. 

For information about establishing or contributing to an endowment or fund, contact John Miller, Committee Chair of       
Endowments and Special Funds or contact any of the other committee members including Jennylou Brock,              

Matt Evans, Susie Evans, Hank Goehring, Richard Murdock, Allan Norris and Gail Reynolds.  



 

 

 

Do you struggle to support your child's faith development in this age of screens? Do you find that 
social media, violent video games and entertainment, and advertising interfere with your ability to 
shape your child's spiritual values? We can bring a greater power to the conversation and provide 
hope and strength for families. 
 
In a recent online discussion, Host Jean Rogers interviewed filmmaker and media expert, Tiffany 
Shlain, author of the new book 24/6: The Power of Unplugging One Day a Week; writer and 
speaker, Andy Crouch, author of The Techwise Family; and Amin Aaser, founder and director of 
Noor Kids.  
 
Bringing Jewish, Christian, and Muslim perspectives, presenters discussed the following: 
● How is screen time affecting families as they strive to grow in wisdom and courage? 
● What can we learn from a technology Shabbat or Sabbath?  
● How can houses of worship help families resist the notion that kids need screen time? 
● How do easily accessible “answers” on the internet impact one’s journey for meaning in life? 
● How can positive role models counter the influence of social media and YouTube influencers? 
● How can faith leaders help guide families in their use of screens? 

 

Pastor David and Brad registered for this online learning experience.   
A recording will be available for viewing later.   

Please speak to David or Brad if you are interested in viewing this  
with other parents or individually. 

People were bringing children to Jesus so that he would bless them. But the 
disciples scolded them. When Jesus saw this, he grew angry and said to 

them, "Allow the children to come to me. Don't forbid them, because God's 
kingdom belongs to people like these children. I assure you that whoever 
doesn't welcome God's kingdom like a child will never enter it." Then he 

hugged the children and blessed them.  Mark 10:13-16 (CEB) 



 

 

Friday, September 13th the Presbyterian of Muskingum Valley  
has an amazing day planned at Camp Wakonda 

from 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

BENEFITS  

Each tribe and tongue has a unique praise to God. When we share community with other 
tribes, how do we all benefit? 

CHALLENGES  

Crossing cultural divides can be a difficult task. What exactly are the challenges we face? 

BEST PRACTICES  

We all want to succeed in our efforts to be faithful. What are the best things that we can 
do to help build healthy relationships across cultures? 

FIRST STEPS  

It can be intimidating to start any new adventure. What are some first steps that you 
should take? 

Speak to Pastor David if you would like to be a part of the  
First Pres team that experiences this. 

http://wakondacamp.org/


 

 



 

 

Where: Brad and Cristie's House 
What: Back to School Bonfire & Slip and Slide 
 

It is time again. We are constructing a better slip and slide for our annual 
Back to School Bonfire & Slip and Slide. This year we are going bigger. 
We will have more games, more food, more soapy water, and a bigger 
bonfire. This event is open to all families of school aged kids. This will 
again be hosted at Brad & Cristie's house, for directions, contact Brad. If 
you would like, please bring a drink or snack to share!  

 

We hope you will join us! 

Youth Group Dates for August: 

August 4th: NO YOUTH GROUP 
August 11th: HS/College Group @ Tim Horton's - 7-8:30PM 
August 18th: Youth Group - 1-3PM 
August 25th: HS/College Group @ Tim Horton's - 7-8:30PM 



 

 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

501 Fourth Street  
Marietta, OH  45750 

 
Pastor David Smith 

 
Sunday School 

9:00 am 
Worship Service 

10:15 am 
 

(740) 373-1800 
Fax 

(740) 373-3212 
 

E-Mail  
firstpresbymarietta 

@gmail.com 
 

Web: 
www.fpcmariettaoh.org 

August 4, 2019 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
“Freed to Give” 
 
August 11, 2019 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
“Unfailing Treasure” 

 
 

August 18, 2019 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 2:49-56 
Justin Warner Update on Seminary 
Brad Thomas Youth Fall Overview 
 
August 25, 2019 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 58: 9b-14 
Luke 13:10-17 
“Lifting Burdens” 

Worship in August 


