
  

 

Our Vision 
 

“By the grace of  
Jesus Christ, we will 

strive to share the 
Good News with the 

world, to nurture each 
other in our faith and 
to go into the world 

sharing Christ’s love 

 
Editor:  Linda Pettit 

 

Church Summer Office Hours 
M  10-2 
T  10-2 
W  10-2 
Th 10-3 
F   10-3 

 
Phone  740.373.1800 
Fax   740.373.3212 

Email: firstpresbymarietta 
@gmail.com 

 
Packet Articles are due  

 Third Friday of every month.  
  

June 
2023 

Where Are We in Our Pastoral Search?   
 

     Things have been happening behind the scenes and we want to 
update those who are wondering what steps have been taken.   
     Theological seminaries were contacted and a ministry description 
for the position now appears on the “job boards” of each seminary. 
The seminaries have an online presence and post positions on the in-
ternet.  Thus, our posting is also available for alumni to view. Our 
conversations with the folks at the seminaries has revealed the truth 
we have heard before: the number of students has decreased signifi-
cantly, and, of those students pursuing a Master of Divinity degree, 
fewer are ready to receive a call.  
     In light of the information from the seminaries, and to cover all 
bases, Session decided to also submit a Church Information Form to 
the church headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky.  We were informed 
that the call service is not as efficient as it could be, but we believe 
that getting our information out in as many places as possible is a 
good idea.  We will continue to update you as the process continues.    
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Session Summary for May 9, 2023 

 

    Motions presented and approved by session: 
 

 1.To approve a request from Worship and Music for $3100.00 to compensate David Nuss 
     for playing the piano and organ from June 1 to August 31. Funds to be drawn from the 
     Lester E. and Virginia M. Noe Organ Endowment Fund. 
 2. To approve a request from Worship and Music for $1000.00 to cover expenses for special   
           music and musicians from June 4 through August 27. Funds to be drawn from the Lester  

           E. and Virginia M. Noe Organ Endowment  Fund. 
 3. To approve a request from Worship and Music for up to $1200.00 to install new micro- 
               phone sound systems for Rev. Mike and Bonnie. Funds to be drawn from the Unrestricted  
         Fund. 
 4. To approve the contract for Bonnie Donnelly as the Assistant to the Pastor from  May 1  
         through December 31, 2023. (This position will terminate upon the installation of a called  

           or designated pastor to First Presbyterian Church.) 
 

Next Session meeting: June 13, 2023 at 6:00 pm. 

 



  

 

 

      
 

 Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
        As the program year of the church draws to a close our thoughts turn to the  
  summer. For about two and a half months teachers and students take a break,  
  plans for vacations are made, and we all just seem to be in a better mood  
  because of the warmth of the sun and the luscious growth all around us. 
        We talk about “getting away” to enjoy some recreation. I have always seen  

  Recreation as a “re-creation” of ourselves. It is the opportunity to change our  
  routine for a bit, try new things, go different places, and meet new people. As a  
  boy I thoroughly enjoyed our family vacations. They were not exotic, but with my  
  family I saw new sights and experienced new things. I saw parts of the country  
  that were very different and that increased my awe of the world around me.  
  Seeing these things helped me see how blessed I was to have a loving family.  

  I began school in the autumn with a better sense of myself and of what was pos- 
  sible.  
       It is my hope and prayer that this summer will allow you to find some “re- 
  creation” even if it is just some  naps in a hammock in the afternoon sun. It has  
  been my experience that it is when we change our routine to do something unique 
  that God can break in to share the divine presence. Remember, though, that the  
  worship life of First Presbyterian continues during the summer months. The 

  Service for the Lord’s Day remains at 10:15 am every Sunday morning. There  
  will be a variety of musical offerings and some other voices in the pulpit. If you are   
  away, remember that you can tune in on Facebook and participate remotely. Also  
  keep in mind that the expenses of doing mission and ministry do not decrease  
  significantly during the summer. If you  plan to be away, please mail your pledge  
  to the church so that we can continue to serve God. 
 

   May the blessings of Almighty God be with you, 
       Reverend Mike  

In Matthew 5:22, Jesus makes it clear that anger is a great  
         sin subject  to judgment because it violates God’s command to  
       love. Anger refers to a seething, brooding bitterness towards 
     someone. It is a dangerous emotion that always threatens to  
        leap out of control leading to violence, emotional hurt, mental  
       stress, and spiritual damage. Anger keeps us from developing 
        a spirit pleasing to God. Our attitude toward others reflects our 
        relationship with God (1 John 4:20). The real test of our love for  
         God is how we treat the people right in front of us, our family  
         members, and fellow believers  We cannot truly love God while  
         neglecting to love those who are created in his image.  
                          Jesus never promised that obeying him would be easy. But  
         He  is  always willing to privately discuss things with us whenever 
         we want. Pray it out with Him, and then be still, and listen  
        (Psalm 46:10). 

From Reverend Mike’s Desk  



  

 

Endowment Funds Meet Many Church Needs 
 

The Endowments for our church have been set up over many years to cover a multitude of 
activities in our church. We cover things like Hull Theological for studying to be a minister, 
Greenpeace Maintenance to cover upkeep on the gardens around the church, four differ-
ent music funds, plus the Building and Administration fund for church maintenance outside 
of the normal operating budget which, in the past has included roof repair, sanctuary 
sound system updates, etc. Requests for money must always meet the requirements 
listed in the endowment. 
 

We have one endowment called "Unrestricted," with funds available to handle any church 
activity that the Endowment Committee feels is worthwhile (Session must approve the re-
quest from Endowments). Members of our congregation can leave money to one of the 
existing Endowment Funds or provide money for a newly named endowment.  
 

Talk to one of the members on the committee on how the funding can be arranged. En-
dowment and Special Funds Committee members are: John Miller Committee Chair, Matt 
Evans, Jennylou Brock, Jerry Brock, Susie Evans, Hank Goehring, Richard Murdock, and 
Gail Reynolds. 

  
   Lots of Cute Little Baby Faces 
  

        Winsome Wednesday  
               May 10, 2023 

It was fun to try to figure out 
who all these cute little tots 

grew up to become!  
There were a few surprises!    
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Just a Few Father’s Day Aphorisms  
♥ A father is someone you look up to no matter 

how tall you grow. —Unknown 
♥ A father is a man who expects his children to be 

as good as he meant to be.  —Carol Coats 
• The heart of a father is the masterpiece of na-

ture. —Antoine François Prévost 
• Dads are most ordinary men turned by love into 

heroes, adventurers, storytellers and singers of 
songs. — Unknown 


