
  

 

Our Vision 
 

“By the grace of  
Jesus Christ, we will 

strive to share the 
Good News with the 

world, to nurture each 
other in our faith and 
to go into the world 

sharing Christ’s love 

 

Editor:  Linda Pettit 
 

Church Summer Office Hours 
M  10-2 
T  10-2 
W  10-2 
Th 10-3 
F   10-3 

 
Phone  740.373.1800 
Fax   740.373.3212 

Email: firstpresbymarietta 
@gmail.com 

 
Packet Articles are due  

 Third Friday of every month.  

July 
2023 

David Nuss,  A First Presbyterian Church Treasure 
by Cathy Piekarski 

 
Organists never have grown on trees, especially gifted ones; and projections 
are that such musicians are near extinction, only one of many reasons that 
Marietta First Presbyterians appreciate the exceptional organ music their or-
ganist of many years, David Nuss, creates on the pipe organ. Members dread 
the day David retires.  
 

On December 11, 1945, Clifford and La-
vonne Nuss crossed the Kansas-Missouri 
state line into Kansas City, Missouri, and 
headed for Research Hospital for the birth of 
their son, David. The Nuss family then re-
turned to Kansas for the next 3 years so that 
David’s father could finish seminary. After 
finishing, the newly ordained American 
Baptist clergyman moved his family to a 
small church in Ipswich, South Dakota. It 
was at this church that David began noticing 
the organ due to the hat “doodad” that wig-

gled to and fro as the lady organist played the hymns. Soon David’s fascina-
tion shifted from the hat to the organ, and he began banging first on a toy 
piano “like Schroeder” and then on the Ipswich church  piano. To preserve 
their sanity, David’s parents sent David for piano lessons at the age of 5; the 
piano lessons continued until the Nusses moved north to a church in Powers 
Lake, North Dakota. David blames the mostly Norwegian ladies of this 
church for turning him into a butterball by stuffing him with their irresistible 
pastries.  
  

The family later moved to Bismarck, North Dakota.  David’s professional 
organ playing began when he was chosen as the organist at the Bismarck 
Church by the church’s music committee.. The Rev. Clifford Nuss recused 
himself from the hiring process. 
 

In school, David played trumpet and then French horn, apparently very well; 
his orchestra director suggested he try out for the Sioux Falls Symphony. Da-
vid decided to focus on the keyboard and  majored in music education and 
choral music at Sioux Falls College.  He then took post graduate composition 
classes at Indiana University.  
 

Before moving to Marietta, David sang in college choirs; played keyboard in 
jazz bands, bar bands and rock bands; and worked occasionally as an organ-
ist. The Marietta move came when David’s parents moved here in 1976. 
Since then, David has served as organist at Emmanuel Baptist Church, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran in Marietta, St. Paul’s United Methodist in Parkersburg, and 
Marietta First Presbyterian. For about five years, David worked as an adjunct 
in Marietta College’s music department. David also presently serves as the 
accompanist to the Parkersburg Choral Society. Learning in retirement 
courses taught by David at the college include great piano works, music his-
tory, and jazz. (story continues on page 2)   
 

 

             ꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜꜜ               
Our church information regard-
ing a search for a pastor has 
been listed on three job employ-
ment opportunity sites with 
Princeton Seminary, Pittsburg 
Seminary and Louisville Semi-
nary. In addition, under the aus-
pices of the personnel commit-
tee headed by Nancy McCart-
ney, a pastoral search commit-
tee has been formed and are in 
the process of filling out the mis-
sion information form. 



  

 

A  First Prebyterian Church Treasure (continued from page 1)         

During worship, Marietta First Presbyterians sometimes hear David’s compositions. Influenced by Stravin-
sky, Bartok, and Paul Hindemith, David describes his composition style as eclectic; the music he loves and 
plays spans many genres and centuries. David’s skill and extensive repertoire allows him to play nearly any-
thing requested for worship, weddings, and funeral/memorial services. Members love David’s interpretations 
of blues, spirituals, jazz, and Bach.   

From Reverend Mike’s Desk  

As we move through the summer from its advent on 21 June, we contemplate this wonderful season.  Our 
blueberry bushes are in full bloom and every other day we reap the fruit of such little labor on our part.  The 
lettuce from our little garden seems tastier, too.  We did nothing to earn these rewards except to plant some 
seeds and bushes.  Where else in our lives do we gain such a huge return on so small an investment? 
 

As I travel in the summer, I measure the progress of the many corn fields along the way.  Is it “knee high by 
the fourth of July?”  I marvel at the hard work of the farmer who plants the “oats, peas, beans, and barley 
that grow.”  What a display of faith that the seeds planted in the late spring will indeed grow to bear fruit in 
the fall.  One could enumerate so many things that could go awry, yet year after year the cycle is repeated.   
 

As we move into the summer month of July we wonder, how will I stay cool?  A cold rain is welcomed like 
a victorious general and the snow of winter, it has become an extinct species. 
Summer offers times of reflection as we sit and watch the sun set at such a late hour.   
 

Whence my life? 
 Am I the person God has called me to be? 
 

 Whence time? 
  Why this transitoriness amid the hunger for the permanent and stable? 
 

  Whence prayer? 
   Why this desire for dialogue with Love when presence 
   would seem to suffice? 
 

These have been some of my Julys – what about yours? 

 
Controlling the Use of Your Money 

 

When making a donation or payment toward something do you ever question how your 
stipend might be used? Could it be some obscure cause to which you have little or no 
interest?  But not so with your donation to First Presbyterian Church. You can specify 
the area you wish to support whether it be the physical plant (as through Building and 
Maintenance), mission (Goddard-Dyer), music (Noe), grounds (Greenspace Mainte-
nance) and many others. Then the responsible committee or commission can apply the 
donation as you wish. The ability to direct your donation to support a specific cause is 
yours. 
 

When you consider a gift to Endowments contact chairman John Miller for details, or 
any member of the Endowments and Special Funds committee: Matt Evans, Jennylou 
or Jerry Brock, Susie Evans, Hank Goehring, Richard Murdock or Gail Reynolds. 



  

 

 

Me: Hello God. 
God: Hello.. 
Me: I'm falling apart. Can you put me back together? 
God: I'd rather not. 
Me: Why? 
God: Because you're not a puzzle. 
Me: What about all the pieces of my life that fall to the ground? 
God: Leave them there for a while. They fell for a reason. Let them be there for a while 
         and then decide if you need to take any of those pieces back. 
Me: You don't understand! I'm breaking! 
God: No, you don't understand. You're transcending, evolving. 
         What you feel are growing pains. You're getting rid of the things and people in your life  
         that are holding you back. The pieces are not falling down. The pieces are being put in  
         place. Relax. Take a deep breath and let those things you no longer need fall down. 
         Stop clinging to pieces that are no longer for you. Let them fall. Let them go. 
Me: Once I start doing that, what will I have left? 
God: Only the best pieces of yourself. 
Me: I'm afraid to change. 
God: I keep telling you:  YOU'RE NOT CHANGING! YOU'RE BECOMING! 
Me: Becoming, Who? 
God: Becoming who I created you to be!  A person of light, love, charity, hope, courage,  
         joy, mercy, grace and compassion. I made you for so much more than those shallow               
         pieces you decided to adorn yourself with and that you cling to with so much greed and      
         fear. Let those things fall off you. I love you! Don't change! Become! Don't change!           
         Become! Become who I want you to be, who I created. I'm gonna keep telling you this        
         until you remember. 
Me: There goes another piece. 
God: Yes. Let it be like this. 
Me: So... I'm not broken? 
God: No, but you're breaking the darkness, like dawn. It's a new day. Become!!   
          Become  

I wanted to share this with you this month; by John Roedel.   
 

Blessings,  
    Bonnie 
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Session Summary for June 13, 2023 
 

Motions presented and approved by session: 
 
    1. To approve a request from W&M for $464 for the annual renewal of our Christian Copyright  
         Licensing International license. Funds to be drawn from the Noe Organ Endowment Fund. 
    2. To approve a request from the church softball team for $275 to cover the registration fee for c     
         church members playing in the league. Funds to be drawn from the Effie Dent Spiritual Growth  
          Fund.  
    3. To approve a request from Bonnie Donnelly for up to $1500 to hold weekly fellowship dinners at  
        Glenwood on Wednesdays from June - August for up to 4 guest per week to maintain the pat  
         tern of dining and socializing our senior members who have enjoyed the Wednesday night pro 
         grams during the past year. Funds to be drawn from the Unrestricted Fund. 
    4. To approve a request from CE for $500 for food and activity costs for a 41 hour Youth Lock in  
        with three other churches. Funds to be drawn from the Effie Dent Spiritual Growth Fund. 
    5. To approve a request from Outreach for $1630 to charter a bus to take church members and  
         possibly others to Cambridge to attend the outdoor Living Word Drama on Friday, July 21.  
         Funds to be drawn  from the Effie Dent Memorial Congregational Spiritual Growth Fund.  

    
Session will not be meeting in July.  
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In the Midst  -  Honduras Project Up-Date 

     As part of First Presbyterian Church’s mission work for 2023, we have committed to funding the con-
struction of a home for a family in Honduras. Their information can be found on the bulletin board in the 
narthex. They are the Yensiel Daniela Aguilar Archega family. Yensiel is a single mom of three children, 
ages 12, 10, and 7 years old.  She makes a living by making homemade tortillas and selling them. In the 
Midst Honduras is coordinating the construction of the house as well as leading the family on their Chris-
tian journey. 
     As funds come in, we at FPC have been “constructing” our own version of the mission house in the 
narthex of the church. Our hope was to have enough money sent by June 1st this year to begin their house 
but we have only sent about half.  The cost to build the house there is $2200.00. That’s why we need your 
help with this project! Deacon’s and Outreach are sending $200.00 a month for the house. Once we’ve 
reached the $2200.00 goal, we will have a work crew build their house. If we collect more than the 
$2200.00 for the house, the rest of the monies will be sent to “In The Midst” for help with their feeding 
kitchen, school supplies or uniforms for the children in the community that they serve. If you would like 
more information about this project or the Talanga, Honduras community, please feel free to ask Judy 
Peoples. 
     May God continue to bless you as you help us with this project.  We are over halfway there!!   
 


